American Society of Test Engineers: 
Help for Today’s Test Professionals


By Michael E. Keller, ASTE Executive Director, Sr. Staff Engineer, Dynamics Research Corp., Andover, MA 
(From the June 2005 Issue of US-Tech Magazine http://www.us-tech.com )

The American Society of Test Engineers, Inc. (ASTE) is made up of corporate and individual members from many areas of testing disciplines, but primarily from the electronics testing industry. There are also members who are electronic instrumentation professionals from the manufacturing, science, education, and medical disciplines. ASTE is a registered non-profit corporation dedicated to the Quality, Integrity, and Advancement of the Test Engineering Professional — Peer helping Peer. Our focus is to make knowledge of testing technology and strategies more readily available to our members. We do this through our quarterly newsletter, and participation in various conferences and seminars. Our members also contribute to many publications in their respective industries. 
The ASTE was founded in 1981 by John Turino, then with the Fluke Corporation, and first incorporated in the state of Illinois. The ASTE ran several successful ATE Shows, Conferences and Proceed-ings in 1985, 1988, and 1989. Michael Keller, the ASTE Newsletter Editor in Chief, took over the position of ASTE Executive Director in 1997 and re-incorporated the ASTE as a non-profit corporation in Massachusetts. He re-engineered the ASTE into an “all-volunteer”, organization. 

Services for Test Professionals 

The field of test engineering has exploded in the last couple of years to not only include commercial and military fields but also medical and educational fields, both nationally and internationally. Test is playing major roles in software, hardware, firmware design with new ideas and research needed for testing ever-increasing system speeds. Testing is entering entirely new fields in telecommunications, nanotechnology, genetic engineering, space and automotive engineering. Engineering schools are scrambling to meet the curricula needs of these new and exciting testing fields. The overall test processes are also changing with many items that were tested in the past being simply discarded rather than tested and fixed. Companies today have to deal with lower budgets, and much more competition on a global scale, tighter testing schedules, and faster times to market. Outsourcing and layoffs are definite test engineering employment issues. Fewer test professionals, trying to do more testing in these environments are often overwhelmed in trying to meet their schedules and keep up with the latest national and international testing technologies and testing standards and specifications. 
Presently the ASTE is the only organization that addresses these test issues from the test professionals’ point of view regularly, and pushes them to our members via the ASTE newsletter and website. 
The ASTE has been active in providing its members and the international testing industry test professionals with test related information through 36 consecutive quarterly newsletters, participation in over 25 technical exhibitions and conferences including NEPCONs, IEEE sponsored WESCONS, and an ASTE/NEPCON Test Engineering Scholarship Fund. 

Quarterly Newsletter 

The newsletter is packed full of the latest information relevant to test engineers and the test industry as a whole including both commercial, military, DoD, research, medical, and test education. It includes: 
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Test articles and editorials on national/international test technological issues and standards such as VXI, PXI, Scan, and BIST. It also includes a listing of website pages for further reading. [image: image2.png]


Announcements of future test related conferences and selected test conference reviews. 
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Reviews of over 20 technical test related journals and magazines per month, listing test articles you may have missed. 
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One page dedicated to “Test Engineering Job Seekers” with the latest Internet job lists, job fairs, and related ASTE job advice. 
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Test related book reviews. 
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Free test-related products available in today’s market (both on-line and off). 
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A testers’ grapevine and rumor mill on future testing trends. 
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Test-related software, firmware, and hardware tips. 
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A place to publish test-related articles and ask questions, via E-mail. 
In the past 5 years ASTE, in conjunction with NEPCON, has awarded $25,000 to 10 qualified test engineering college students at three major universities. 
Companies can use the ASTE Newsletter as a centralized forum for test professionals to publish test-related articles of interest, organize technical group meetings, present new test-related products and services in our newsletter, get information on test-related subjects, test-related jobs, and a listing in the ASTE mailing list. For further test information and/or ASTE membership visit our website or us or e-mail us with your suggestions on what you want from your ASTE. 

Test Conferences Worldwide 

ASTE officers visit or take part in all major international test related conferences throughout the world on a regular basis reporting back to our members through the ASTE Newsletter. 
These include AutoTestCon, NEPCON, WESCON, International Test Conference (ITC), Supercom, Productronica, , and others. The ASTE officers also interact with or hold officer positions in many other test related organizations including the IEEE, SMTA, ITEA, VXI Consortium, and PXI Systems Alliance. 
Our ASTE Technical Consul-tants include many experts in the International Test Community, including Jon Titus, Ron Press, Martin Rowe, Bob Stasonis, Greg Smith, Louis Ungar, Stephen Scheiber, Dan Romanchik, Robert Hanson, and many others. 
The ASTE Corporate Sponsors include Teradyne, Agilent, Dynamics Research Corporation, Pickering Test, Reed Expositions (Sponsors of NEPCON). 

Trade Organizations 

With the explosion of new technologies, testing professionals have all they can do to keep up with the latest technologies, standards and specifications in their fields. Three helpful organizations are IEEE at www.ieee.org for the latest in engineering technologies, the ASTE, at www.astetest.org for test professionals and ITEA at www.itea.org for military testing issues. 
For more information, contact: Michael E. Keller, ASTE Executive Director, Sr. Staff Engineer, Dynamics Research Corporation, Andover, MA 01810. 
E-mail: mkeller@drc.com or 
aste@earthlink.net 
Web: http://www.astetest.org   

